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CHINA LAW ALERT 

 

From: AnJie Law Firm, Beijing, China 

Date: December 22, 2021 

Re: China Requires All Manufacturers Selling Food to China to be Registered with 

Chinese Authority  
 

The General Administration of Customs of China (“GACC”) has recently promulgated the 
Administrative Provisions of China on Registration of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported 
Food and the Administrative Measures of China on Safety of Imported and Exported Food 
(collectively referred to as the “New Regulation”), which will become effective on January 1, 
2022. According to the New Regulation, starting from January 1, 2022, any food will not be 
allowed to be imported to China unless its manufacturer has been registered with the GACC. 

1. Who Are Required to be Registered  

All overseas enterprises engaged in manufacture, processing or storage which export foods to 
China (“Foreign Manufacturers”) are required to be registered. Please be advised that Foreign 
Manufacturers of all categories of foods fall within the scope subject to the registration; there 
is no exception. The enterprises engaged in food additives and food-related products1  are 
excluded, thus not required to conduct the registration under the New Regulation.  

2. What Application Documents Shall be Submitted 

(1) The Foreign Manufacturers of 18 specified food categories (“Specified Foods”) have to 
submit (through the food safety authorities in their home countries (“Foreign Food 
Authorities”)) recommendation documents issued by the Foreign Food Authorities 
(“Recommendation Documents”), in addition to the Foreign Manufacturers’ own 
application forms and certificates of incorporation. 

 meat and meat products   edible grains 
 casings  grain milling industrial products and malt 
 aquatic products  fresh and dehydrated vegetables and 

dried beans 
 dairy products  seasonings 
 bird's nest and bird's nest products  nuts and seeds 
 bee products  dried fruits 
 eggs and egg products  unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans 
 edible fats and oils  special dietary food 
 stuffed food made of flour  health food 

The Recommendation Documents include recommendation letter, endorsement statement 
 

1  “food-related products” generally include packing materials and containers for food, tools and 
equipment for food manufacture and operation, and detergents and disinfectants for food, etc. 



ANJIE 

 2 

and inspection report issued by the Foreign Food Authorities. 

(2) The Foreign Manufacturers of food categories other than the Specified Foods only need to 
submit application forms and certificates of incorporation. 

Please note the application forms for both Specified Foods and other foods require numerous 
detailed information, including production capacity, storage capacity, recent exportation 
businesses, ingredients, production process, affiliated companies and human resources etc.  

3. Who Shall Submit Application 

(1) In respect of the Foreign Manufacturers of the Specified Foods, they shall apply to the 
Foreign Food Authorities first, and then the Foreign Food Authorities shall submit the 
applications to the GACC on their behalf; while the GACC does not accept direct 
application from the Foreign Manufacturers.  

(2) In respect of the Foreign Manufacturers of the food categories other than the Specified 
Foods, they can submit application by itself or through an agent. 

4. How Applications Will be Examined 

(1) Examination on Paperwork: an examination team organized by the GACC examines 
application documents. 

(2) Examination through Live Video: an examination team organized by GACC inspects 
Foreign Manufacturers’ food safety and hygiene system and conditions through live video 
connections. 

(3) On-site Examination: an examination team organized by the GACC pays visits to the sites 
of Foreign Manufacturers and inspects Foreign Manufacturers’ food safety and hygiene 
system and conditions.   

Please note the GACC may implement, in its sole discretion, one or a combination of more than 
one of the above methods in examining any application in practice.    

5. What Results Will be  

The GACC’s examination would take about 1 month. It will grant the Foreign Manufacturer 
who has passed the examination a registration number (“Registration Number”), which should 
be (i) entered into customs declaration form and (ii) displayed on both the inner and outer 
packaging of the food products. Starting from January 1, 2022, if no Registration Number is 
provided, no food will be allowed to be imported into China.  

However, it is worth noting that the registration requirement under the New Regulation will not 
apply to the foods which are already shipped out from the home countries before January 1, 
2022. In other words, no matter when the shipments of the foods arrive in China, so long as the 
foods have been shipped out before January 1, 2022, the Chinese customs will not refuse them 
for failure to obtain the Registration Numbers. 

Endnote 

The New Regulation will come into effect immediately on January 1, 2022, and it seems that 

http://www.baidu.com/link?url=Hw3Qux1FjObYkaFKKUbOOxovAyybDo_-3u2MXC0VF6j6Rx2tI5UIS2PpAxx7g_3TeLm2RE55bag9yaOuPBM3WxThwU7DoX0c0b3f4ecZcphJwgjUdzOQf9YpfIHULcxJ
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there will be no grace period. To avoid any custom clearance issues for the food to be exported 
to China, it is highly recommended that Foreign Manufacturer complete the registrations as 
soon as possible. 

We will continue monitoring the regulatory development and provide updates. In the meantime, 
if you have any questions or requests, please feel free to contact Simon Li 
(lixiameng@anjielaw.com) and Linda Gao (gaojialin@anjielaw.com). 

 

 

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, this publication is not an exhaustive 
treatment of the area of law discussed and AnJie Law Firm accepts no responsibility for any 
loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from action as a result of the material in this 
publication. Please seek the services of a competent professional advisor if advice concerning 
individual problems or other expert assistance is required. 

mailto:lixiameng@anjielaw.com
mailto:wangxiaodan@anjielaw.com

